Much Work                          [1814
the Duke of Wellington. It is sufficient to observe to your Lordship
that should my Lord Wellington remain in Paris, this event, or something
more dreadful to him personally . . . appears to me far from improbable
or distant.1
Thoroughly alarmed at the above report, Lord Liverpool
lost no time in begging the Duke to leave Paris immediately.
It is at the same time of importance [he wrote him] that this step should
be taken in such a manner as would give the least umbrage to the French
government, and not betray any alarm on our part as to the prospect of
an internal convulsion in France. . . .
Two ideas have occurred to us for carrying our purpose into effect.
We are perfectly ready to leave the decision between them entirely to
you. We only request that you would act upon one of them without
delay, and that you would continue in Paris as short a time as possible
after receiving this letter.
The first, is that you should go immediately to Vienna for the purpose
of communicating with Lord Castlereagh on the subject of the frontier
of the Netherlands. . , .
The other idea which has presented itself to our minds is, that you
should be appointed to the chief command in America, and that you
should go out with full powers to make peace, or to continue the war,
if peace should be found impracticable, with renewed vigour.2
I have received your letters of the 4th [wrote the Duke in reply]
... I feel no disinclination to undertake the American concern; but
to tell you the truth, I think that, under existing circumstances, you
cannot at this moment allow me to quit Europe. You might do so
possibly in March next, but now it appears impossible.
You already know my opinion of the danger at Paris. There are so
many discontented people, and there is so little to prevent mischief that
the event may occur on any night; and if it should occur, I don't think
I should be allowed to depart . . .
But I confess I don't like to depart from Paris, and I wish the govern-
ment would leave the time and the mode at my own -discretion. To go
to Vienna at all is a bad pretence; there is no good reason for going . . .
to go at all at the present moment is, in the opinion of the King's friends,
to allow him and ourselves to suffer a defeat, and we must not do that.3
We are all as anxious as ever for your leaving Paris without delay
1 Supp. Despatches, Vol. IX, pp. 403, 408.
2 Ibid., pp. 405, 406.            3 Ibid., p. 422.
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